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Singapore under Japanese Rule

Singapore came under Japanese rule for three and a half years from 1942 to 1945.
Life in Singapore was no longer the same as under the British. The people of
Singapore were no longer free to do as they wished. They lived in fear.

Japanese Treatment of the People

The people had to follow new rules set by the Japanese. The japanese Military
Police, known as the Kempeitai, watched the people closely. Some people became
spies fortheJapanese. As aresult, nobody knew whom to trust. Anyone suspected
of carrying out activities against the Japanese was arrested and tortured. Often,
many of these people never returned home. The people hved infear and only left
their homes when necessary.

The Japanese rule was a nightmare for all. The Japanese treated the Europeans
and the Eurasians badly. The British troops were taken as prisoners-of-war and
the Eurasians were told not to behave like Europeans. The Malays and Indians
were treated slightly better but they were also not spared. The Chinese were the
main target because they had helped China in the war against Japan. The
Japanese were very angry about this and wanted to punish them. Many Chinese
men were called up for questioning by the Kempeitai. Let us find out what
happened to them.

Case of the missing Chinese men

Jack and his classmates set out to solve the case of the missing Chinese men
during the Japanese Occupation. They found many photographs and drawings.
Can you help them solve the mystery?

Chinese men were taken to the special
centres. Sometimes, women, children
and old men were kept there too.

The missing people were
mostly Chinese men aged
between 18 and 50.







